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But, as I have seen, before entering upon this thorny
path, it will be as well to make known, if possible, the
chief personage of the story, the impediments interior
and exterior in his path, and all that personally be-
longed to him.

M. le Due d'Orleans was, at the most, of mediocre
stature, full-bodied without being fat; his manner and
his deportment were easy and very noble; his face was
broad and very agreeable, high in colour; his hair
black, and wig the same. Although he danced very
badly, and had but ill succeeded at the riding-school,
he had in his face, in his gestures, in all his movements,
infinite grace, and so natural that it adorned even his
most ordinary commonplace actions. With much ease
when nothing constrained him, he was gentle, affable,
open, of facile and charming access; the tone of his
voice was agreeable, and he had a surprisingly easy flow
of words upon all subjects which nothing ever dis-
turbed, and which never failed to surprise; his eloquence
was natural and extended even to his most familiar dis-
course, while it equally entered into his observations
upon the most abstract sciences, on which he talked
most perspicuously; the affairs of government, politics,
finance, justice, war, the court, ordinary conversation,
the arts, and mechanics. He could speak as well too
upon history and memoirs, and was well acquainted
with pedigrees. The personages of former days were
familiar to him; and the intrigues of the ancient courts
were to him as those of his own time. To hear him,
you would have thought him a great reader. Not so.
He skimmed; but his memory was so singular that he
never forgot things, names, or dates, cherishing remem-